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and many logs never arrive at all. It is not an unusual sight to see
logs balanced in the crowns of trees, after an exceptional rise, and
in a position where the river may not dislodge them for many
years.
It has been remarked that the teak occurs in natural fmests,
being only about 10 percent of the crop. No artificial planting-
takes place in the Shan States as natural regeneration by seed has
proved sufficient. To assist young teak trees to establish them-
selves the Forest Department carried out "improvement fellings"
by removing less valuable trees and those that interfered with teak.
Young teak has great difficulty in establishing itself, owing partly
to annual fires and partly to competition from other species.
Many species of trees with good wood are found in these
forests, but since they will not float, even when killed, they are
valueless except in the more accessible parts of Burma where ex-
traction by cart is possible to the main roads and railways, or where
absence of rapids permits rafting them clown the streams with
bamboos and light woods*
In the Shan States, as in other parts of Burma, there are no
"forest fires" of the type common in the western United States.
Hill people, with their primitive type of cultivation, purposely burn
off hillsides for taungya cultivation, and the slow creeping fires,
thus started, may continue and cover a wide area, since little has
ever been done to stop their spread except the setting of back-
fires.6
Working plans in 1940 covered 29,054 square miles, or
83.5 percent of the total area of reserved forests* Most of the
timber was handled by the leading* private companies, but se-
lected teak logs were sent by government agency directly to the
British Admiralty, while the Government Timber Depot at
Rangoon auctioned about 35,000 tons of logs annually,
The Bombay Burmah Trading Corporation, the dispute of
which with the Burmese king was the final link in a chain of
causes leading to the third and final Anglo-Burmese War
(1885), remains the largest teak firm. Between 1935 and
1940, it handled an average of 185,275 tons annually and paid
an average annual royalty of Rs- 3,479,650, Messrs, Steel
Brothers and Messrs. MacGregor & Co., averaged about a third
0 J. R, Andrus, in Foreign Commerce Weekly, September 4, W3.